
Building a thriving community takes, 
well, a whole lot of people. We are so 
fortunate that South Salt Lake is full of 
great people who serve and give back in 
countless ways. In my experience, the 
power of a community is exponentially 
greater with each person who brings 
something positive and different to the 
table. So in the spirit of the Holidays, I 
want to share some of my favorite ways 
to contribute. Many take just a small 
financial or time commitment but have a 
big payback.

• Volunteer. The gift of time is one of the most valuable things 
you can share. Help us plan out our new community garden 
at Fitts Park, or teach digital literacy skills at The Community 
Opportunity Center (The Co-Op). Love to celebrate? Then 
volunteer for Mural Fest or the July 4th Parade. Have a 
unique skill set you would like to share? Reach out to us at 
connect@sslc.gov.

• Host a donation drive. Food, school, hygiene, and household 
supplies can be donated to the Promise Community Resource 
Pantry, or to one of South Salt Lake’s several nonprofit partners  
(see suggestions on p. 4 and 7).

• Clear a storm drain. Storm drains need to be clear of ice, leaves 
and debris to prevent flooding and keep waterways clean. 

• Plant native. Local wildlife needs our support. Monarch 
butterflies are at risk of extinction, the Milkweed plant is the 
only plant they eat and lay their eggs on. Hungry butterflies 
need nectar plants, which also keep the birds and bees well-
fed all summer long. Plant some diversity and avoid using toxic 
herbicides on your lawn and garden, and you will see the payoff!

• Adopt a hydrant. It is simple to help your local firefighter. 
While shoveling walks this winter, be sure to clear the snow 
away from a hydrant on your street.

• Help out furry friends. Volunteer or donate food and supplies 
to our Animal Shelter. Contact, jenica.laws@sslc.gov. See 
page 6 to learn about our Angel Paw Tree.

• Show a neighbor you care. Especially those who are elderly, 
have a chronic illness, or those with special needs. Check-in 
on them, offering to run an errand, or help clear their leaves 
and snow.

• Attend City meetings. Building strong neighborhoods start 
with strong civic involvement. Wherever your interest lies, 
attend City Council meetings or participate in meetings like 
Neighborhood Watch. Many are also held or broadcast online. 
The current City calendar of events can be found at sslc.gov. 

This year, I saw many of you in action, in service, and finding 
ways to raise up our community. Thanks to those who see a need, 
do what they can, pitch in, donate, spread the good word, and 
make South Salt Lake a wonderful place to live. Wishing you a 
safe and happy holiday season!

—Cherie
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Mayor Cherie Wood

Season of Sharing: Small Acts for a Big Impact

At the new Community Opportunity Center 
(The Co-Op), Lucas Horns, sits down to 

help a resident navigate on a computer. 
We need more volunteers like you that can 

assist others to gain digital skills!

What’s Neighborhood Night? We organized an evening at Riverfront 
to allow residents to socialize and ask questions about our city 

departments, services and programs, like Promise!

Over 40 residents gathered to show  
their support for gaining a partnership 

with Wasatch Community Gardens  
in order to bring a new community 

garden to Fitts Park in 2022.



 

City News
SSL City Council Meetings
In-Person or Watch Live:  
video.ibm.com/channel/sslc
Wednesday, December 1, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, December 8, 7 p.m.

SSL City Planning 
Commission Meetings
Thursday, December 2, 7 p.m.

No Garbage Pickup 
Delays in December
Place cans curbside on your 
typical collection day.

City Office Closures 
Thursday & Friday, Dec. 23-24
Friday, Dec. 31

When it Snows:  
Winter rules to abide by

Winter is here, and that snow 
is on the way! Public Works is hard 
at work keeping the streets clear, 
here are a few things you can do 
to help out. 

Parked vehicles impact 
snowplow operators. Avoid parking 
on any city street between the 
hours of 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. 
Remember that it is illegal to park on 
a street or in an alley for more than 
72 hours consecutively, and to leave 
unlicensed/unregistered vehicles, or 
detached trailers on the street.

SWEARING IN CEREMONY
You’re invited to the swearing in of elected officials:

Mayor Cherie Wood
City Council Members:

Corey Thomas
Sharla Bynum

Clarissa Williams

January 3, 2022  •  12 p.m.
Columbus Community Center • 2531 South 400 East

By Ray deWolfe, At-Large

The COVID-19 pandemic has caused a rift in the thinking 
of the role of personal freedom as it relates to societal freedom. 
It is common knowledge you are not free to run your car into 
somebody else’s. There are consequences. Freedom often 
has limits, especially when it affects the freedom of another. 
The debate on masks, vaccinations, mandates, lockdowns, 
etc. are often viewed as a tug-of-war battle between my 
freedom and your freedom. I’d argue the real tug-of-war is 
between freedom and responsibility. To speak more about the 
role of responsibility, I’d like to quote a Holocaust survivor 
and renowned psychiatrist, Victor Frankl. He wrote a best-
selling book detailing his experience called “Man’s Search for 
Meaning.’ Here’s a passage from the book: 

“Freedom, however, is not the last word. Freedom is 
only part of the story and half the truth. Freedom is but the 
negative aspect of the whole phenomenon whose positive 
aspect is responsibleness. In fact, freedom is in danger of 
degenerating into mere arbitrariness unless it is lived in terms 
of responsibleness. That is why I recommend that the Statue 
of Liberty on the East Coast be supplemented by a Statue of 
Responsibility on the West Coast.”

A phrase used by founding father Patrick Henry, “Give 
me Liberty or Give me Death” should not be used as a Get 
Out of Jail Free card to disregard society’s obligation to 
responsibility. Your liberty, more frequently than not, does not 
start and stop with only yourself in mind. I’ll use a metaphor 
borrowed from Sir Isaac Newton – For every action, there 
is an equal and opposite reaction. People often neglect this 
fact, which realizes that what you do has an impact on others. 
We must pause to think if our actions, which we sometimes 
claim are within our personal liberties, are acting responsibly. 
A responsibility to maintain an overall free society. 

Our freedoms are not at risk when we are held 
responsible. In fact, I believe Viktor Frankl argues quite the 
opposite. Our freedoms are most at risk when we lose sight of 
our responsibility. If we want to continue to be a great country, 
then Responsibility must accompany Freedom. We must show 
the world we can handle the weight – nay, the societal burden 
of Freedom by acting Responsible enough to keep it.  

Note: Opinions expressed here may not be  
representative of all Members of the City Council.

CITY COUNCIL CORNER

South Salt Lake City Council Action Report Summary  
Full agendas, minutes, handouts and video recorded meetings available at: sslc.gov/city-government/council-meeting  

Date Agenda Item Subject Action Next Step 
10/27/21 Ordinance to allow for 

curbside glass recycling 
Enacting Section 13.72.400 and Amending the Municipal Code to 
allow for Curbside Glass Recycling 

Approved No further 
discussion 

10/27/21 Ordinance creating a 
Stormwater Utility  

Enacting Chapter 13.25 Creating a Stormwater Utility and 
Amending to ensure compliance with The City’s Municipal 
Separate Storm Sewer System Permit 

Approved No further 
discussion 

10/27/21 Adopting Residential Anti-
Displacement and Relocation 
Assistance Plan 

A Resolution adopting a Residential Anti-Displacement and 
Relocation Plan as required under the Housing and Community 
Development Act of 1974 

Moved to the Consent 
Agenda for November 3rd 

No further 
discussion 

11/3/21 Consent Agenda from 10/27 See Above 10/27 Approved No further 
discussion 

 

Farewell and Thank you for Your Service!
Ray deWolfe, City Council At-Large,  
and Chair, Jordan River Commission



 

Public Safety

If in Doubt, COVID-19 
Testing is a Good Idea

If you have any symptoms of COVID-19, you should get 
tested as quickly as possible. Finding positive cases and 
beginning isolation early can prevent you from exposing 
others. Symptoms of COVID-19 may look like other common 
illnesses, like strep throat, colds, flu, or allergies.

To find the most current schedule for free rapid mobile 
COVID-19 testing clinics, visit coronavirus.utah.gov. 

Message from SSLPD Chief Jack Carruth

The holiday season is here and many in our community 
are helping by serving others. Please consider donating, 
to local nonprofits and charitable 
organizations that are in need of 
extra provisions such as donated 
food, clothing, financial support and 
basic care items. This year, the South 
Salt Lake Police along with the generous support from the 
South Salt Lake Honorary Colonels helped provide complete 
Thanksgiving meals to over 60 families in our community. As 
always, it was a great and memorable experience.  

I’d like to share some crime prevention tips to better 
ensure that your possessions remain in your possession. 
Criminals can be sneaky but most often take action due to 
access and opportunity. Here are a few ways you can deter 
theft during the holidays.

• While shopping, do not carry multiple bags, even if you 
have to take multiple trips to your vehicle. Place packages 
and items in the trunk and properly secure them.

• If you carry a purse, do not leave it in a shopping cart 
unattended. It takes only a few seconds for someone to 
take your valuables and personal information. 

•  If you order online, use an address where someone will be 
home to retrieve the package(s), or a work address.  The 
longer a package remains on the porch visible the more 
likely it will be stolen.

•  Do not share vacation and travel plans on social media. 
Secure your home and garage while traveling. Share your 
activities once you’ve returned home.

•  Do not drink or drive.  Have a designated driver or utilize 
a cab or ride-share option. 

Help keep your property and us all safe this holiday 
season. 

Keep Your Property & All of 
Us Safe this Holiday Season

Neighborhood  
Watch Meeting
Dec. 2, 2021 3:30 p.m.
Visit sslc.com for virtual event link. 

Men’s Resource Center 
Neighborhood Meeting
Dec. 15, 2021 3:30 p.m. 
Join us for a monthly conversation 
via Zoom. Visit sslc.com for the link.

Wednesday, December 1, 2021
9-10 a.m. 
Délice Bakery & Café
2747 S State Street
Join SSLPD and community 
members to enjoy the morning 
and get to know our local law 
enforcement better. 

Message from SSLFD Chief Terry Addison

The South Salt Lake Fire Department would like to 
remind you about fire safety. The celebration of the season 
brings increased usage of electric lights, candles, space 
heaters, fireplaces and Christmas 
trees. Our main goal is to eliminate 
all emergencies due to Holiday fires.

HOLIDAY LIGHTS
•  Inspect lights each year for frayed wires, gaps in insulation, 

broken or cracked sockets.
•  Do not overload electrical outlets.
•  Do not leave holiday lights on unattended.
•  If you use holiday lights outside, make sure they are rated 

for outdoor use.

CHRISTMAS TREES
•  The key to a safe Christmas tree starts at the sales lot. Try 

the “Tap Test”, lift the tree up, and tap it on the ground. If 
any needles fall off, this tree is already too dry. Look for 
another tree.

•  Keep your tree watered. Without daily watering, your 
Christmas tree could become highly flammable.

•  Never use outside lights on your Christmas tree. These 
lights can produce enough heat to dry out your tree and 
increase the chance of fire.

• Turn lights off when leaving your home and before going 
to bed.

CANDLES
•  Keep candles at least 12 inches away from walls, curtains, 

trees, and decorations. Extinguish all candles when you 
leave the room or go to sleep.

•  Never leave a child or pet alone with a burning candle in 
the room.

•  Make sure candles are in a stable, non-combustible holder.

FIREPLACES
•  Have your chimney inspected annually and cleaned and 

repaired as needed.
•  Always use a fireplace screen to prevent sparks from flying 

into the room.
•  Allow ashes to cool completely before disposal.
•  Store removed ashes in tightly covered metal containers, 

never in boxes or bags.

PORTABLE SPACE HEATERS
•  Keep portable space heaters at least three feet away from 

walls, curtains, bedding or other materials that may burn.
•  Turn off portable space heaters when you leave the room. 

Never leave them on when you go to bed.
•  Plug cords only into outlets with sufficient capacity and 

never into an extension cord.

The South Salt Lake Fire Department wishes you and your 
family a wonderful Holiday Season and a Happy New Year.

Our Main Goal:  
No Holiday Fires!

Members of the SSLFD try 
out the new chin-up bars at 

the FitLot at Bickley Park.



 

Community Happenings
SSL Community Development would like to highlight three organizations that do 
wonderful things to give back to South Salt Lake residents and the surrounding region.

FREE BIKES 4 KIDZ 
fb4kutah.org  |  2250 South Main Street 
Free Bikes 4 Kidz is a non-profit organization helping all kids ride into a 
happier, healthier childhood by providing bikes to those most in need. 
How it works - Every year they host a Collection Event(s) where the 
public donates their used bikes. Bikes are taken to a warehouse where 
volunteers clean, refurbish, and make repairs. Meanwhile, they partner 
with community organizations and other non-profits to identify qualified 
recipients. In early December, these families attend the Distribution Event 
where the kids get to pick out a bike and helmet all their own.   
Interested in getting involved? Visit our website for volunteer opportunities 
(No mechanical experience necessary!) or to help out financially. 

IG: @fb4k_utah  |  Twitter: @fb4k_Utah  |  FB: Free-Bikes-4-Kidz-Utah

SIGNED AND NUMBERED 
Signedandnumberedshop.com  |  etsy.com/shop/signedandnumbered
2320 S W Temple
In 2008, husband and wife team Phil and Leia opened Signed & Numbered, a 
store that offers custom framing, art, and limited edition prints. Operating as a 
100% wind-powered business, their award-winning craftsmanship is accomplished 
by hand and sustainably, reclaiming used wood whenever possible, which lends 
to each a unique “signed, numbered and finished” look. 

UTAH FOOD BANK
Utahfoodbank.org
801-978-2452  
3150 South 900 West
The Utah Food Bank has 
a mission to ensure no 
one in the state of Utah 
goes hungry. Utilizing 
community partners and 
volunteers, the Food 
Bank was able to deliver 
over 70 million pounds of 
food representing more 
than 58 million meals last 
year. Through strategic 
partnerships, every dollar 
donated to the Food Bank is able to provide the 
equivalent of more than $8 of food to those in need.
IG: @utahfoodbank 
Twitter: @utahfoodbank 
FB: Utah Food Bank

Other nonprofit organizations in our community:
Utah Community Action—utahca.org 
Odyssey House—odysseyhouse.org 
Volunteers of America—voa.org 
The Road Home—theroadhome.org 
NAMI Utah—namiut.org

WESTERN ART GLASS 
westernartglass.net
2345 S W Temple
Western Art Glass is a retail supplier of glass, 
tools, supplies and materials for stained, fused 
and mosaic glasswork. As a teaching space, they 
can work with all who are interested in working 
with traditional stained glass or the kiln-formed 
route to get there. Beyond offering commissioned 
one-of-a-kind works of art, they can fabricate 
unique glass art and repair or restore stained glass panels; including lamps.

BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS OF UTAH
Bbbsu.org 
801-313-0303 
2121 S State St. Suite 201
Big Brothers Big Sisters provides adult mentors to children 
who may be facing challenges such as poverty, single-parent 
households, incarcerated parents, or other factors. The 
mentors help each child to realize the strength of their own 
potential. BBBS helped over 1,000 Utah children in 2020!

IG: @bbbsutah  

Twitter: @bbbsutah  

FB: BBBSUtah

STOP! Before you click on 
that “Buy Now” item online, 
think about shopping 
locally this season. For 
Foodies (and who isn’t?), 
we suggest purchasing 
gift cards from one of 
several South Salt Lake 
restaurants, bakeries, 
distillers, breweries, and 
coffee shops.

SHOP LOCAL THIS HOLIDAY SEASON



 

Community Happenings

Help South Salt Lake bridge the digital divide by 
becoming a digital navigator! As a digital navigator, 
you’ll meet one-on-one with community members 
to help address their digital needs from acquiring a 
low-cost computer to signing up for internet service 
to learning fundamental tech skills.  

Volunteers do not need to be particularly 
proficient at computer skills. Rather, we are looking 
for outgoing volunteers who enjoy helping others 
and are accepting of people from all backgrounds. 
For more information or to sign up, connect with 
Lucas Horns at lhorns@sslc.gov.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Seeking FitLot  
Fitness Instructors

Certified Pilates, yoga and fitness 
trainers are needed and will be 
paid to teach classes starting in 
Spring 2022. To learn more contact 
SSL Recreation Director, Aaron 
Wiet at awiet@sslc.gov.

Resident and local Senior Advocate, James 
Brown sits down with SSL Chamber of 

Commerce President, Gary Birdsall as they 
discuss the future potential of The Co-Op as 
a workspace for interviews, meetings and 

nonprofit organizations.

It is no surprise that the ‘City on the Move’ is now home to Utah’s 
first FitLot. The new outdoor exercise station adds to the recently 
opened Bickley Park at 2508 S. 500 East. The outdoor fitness 
station was generously donated by AARP and designed by FitLot. 
The grant from AARP also includes three years of programming 
which will ensure free fitness instruction classes at the FitLot. 

“Our City is always finding new ways to invest in people. 
Mental and physical health are a big challenge for many community 
members, and the pandemic made this especially acute. We knew 
one solution would be to encourage more outdoor fitness, and to 
our great pleasure, AARP and FitLot made this happen at just the 
right time. I couldn’t be more thrilled to open the first FitLot in Utah 
and create an active space to foster healthy aging,” said Mayor 
Cherie Wood.

“This outdoor amenity is the perfect addition to our Bickley 
Park. We were so excited to design it as an all ages, all abilities 
playground and at last have a park next to our community center,’’ 
said Sharen Hauri, South Salt Lake Director of Neighborhoods. 

“We look forward to energizing our residents here - no matter 
their age or fitness level,” said Aaron Wiet, Director of the SSL 
Recreation, “One of our main purposes is to enhance the quality of 
life for all residents and keep our community strong, and the new 
FitLot does exactly that.” 

All-Ages FitLot Comes to Bickley Park

In attendance at the FitLot 
dedication were Ida and Laurie 

Bickley, who volunteered for 
years at the former Columbus 

Library, and are for whom 
Bickley Park is named. 

From local resident, Lisa Burke, 
“I attended this and it is a 

wonderful new fitness area. My 
friend, Margaret, was visiting 
me from southern Utah and 

she was so impressed with the 
new park, our Mayor and her 

staff and employees who have 
worked so hard to make this 

happen. I love South Salt Lake!”



 

Community Happenings

There are those of us less fortunate who deserve all 
the love a community can offer. For your consideration, 
we’ve created a “very good list” of simple ways to give 
back and boost the spirits of our community. The Youth 
City Council has created a holiday gift wish list for 
several of our local families.  These items include basic 
need items, holiday and monetary gift card donations.

BASIC NEEDS IDEAS:
• Cleaning supplies (laundry detergent, dish soap, 

disinfectant wipes, all-purpose spray cleaner, etc.)
• Paper products (toilet paper, paper towels, tissues)
• Toiletries (shampoo, conditioner, body wash, etc.)
• Personal hygiene items (toothpaste/brushes, 

deodorant, feminine products, diapers) 

HOLIDAY GIFT IDEAS:
• Board and Card Games
• Puzzles
• Holiday Popcorn Tins
• Gingerbread House Kits
• Hats, gloves, scarves, cozy socks
• Footballs, basketballs, soccer balls, etc.
• Art supplies
• Toys and gifts for all ages
• Gift cards (Grocery and Gas) in $25 increments 

MONETARY CONTRIBUTIONS:
Donate online at sslpal.org by clicking on the 
DONATE NOW button at the bottom of the page 
with a note that says, “YCC Season of Sharing”.

Bring unwrapped items to Promise South Salt Lake 
at City Hall (220 E Morris Ave. 3rd Floor) by Friday, 
December 10th. Contact Edward Lopez at elopez@sslc.
gov with any questions.

Season of Sharing in SSL

Is there a home in your 
neighborhood that is exceptionally 
merry and bright?
We’d love to recognize them this 
holiday season. Please share 
details, including photos at: 
connect@sslc.gov.

Mural Fest 2022
Call For Your Business Walls
To submit your wall for the Mural 
Fest 2022, contact Lesly Allen at 
lallen@sslc.gov.

Art Class for January: 
Intro to Zentangle w/ 
Linda Rios 

Zentangle Method is a fun mindful 
art form that almost anyone can do. 
Using a pen and a paper tile, even 
non-artists can create beautiful art. 
In these 4 weeks, you will learn the 
Zentangle Method and create sever-
al pieces of art. Likely you will enjoy 
increased focus, creativity, self-con-
fidence, and a sense of well-being. 
There are no mistakes in Zentangle, 
no expected outcome, no top or 
bottom. No art experience needed! 
Wednesdays 6:30-8:30 p.m.
January 5, 12, 19, 26
Register at sslarts.org



 

Promise

Prabina Rai exemplifies what it 
means to “love the youth you serve” 
and has a talent of connecting with 
youth at the James E. Moss program. 
She has worked with Promise South 
Salt Lake at Moss for two and a half 
years and has become a key piece of 
the program for both youth and staff. 
Through the stress of COVID-19, 
Prabina could be found with her joke 
book, sharing a laugh with youth and 
bringing joy to anyone around her. 

As an English Language Learner 
herself, Prabina knows how to 
empower youth to work through any 
challenge with pride and confidence. 
Her dedication and ability to reach 
each young person on an individual 
level make her a priceless asset to 
the Moss team. Most importantly, 
she is simply an outstanding human 
being who works hard, cares deeply, 
and adds fun to everything she does.

Midtown Community Health Center 
provides a medical facility to individuals 
and families from South Salt Lake. They 
provide medical, dental, behavioral health, 
and pharmaceutical services to patients 
with or without medical insurance, in a 
culturally and linguistically competent way. 
They also provide enrollment assistance 
for Medicaid/CHIP and the Marketplace.

Midtown Community Health Center
2253 South State Street

801-486-0911
midtownchc.org

Utah Afterschool 
Network’s 

Frontline Staff  
of the Year

Health Center 
Close to Home

SOUTH  SALT  LAKE  

CENTRAL  PARK  COMMUNITY  CENTER

PROMISE  AFTERSCHOOL  PROGRAM

Central Park Community Center houses a free
afterschool program by Promise South Salt Lake. 
This program provides homework help, prevention
curriculum, recreation activities, dinner, and more. 
 Open to all SSL youth in grades 1-12. Registration
required.

Promise South Salt Lake also has a team of Family
Liaisons that can help facilitate access to community
resources and programs.

Coordinator: Patrick Holman-Hart
pholman@sslc.gov | 801.386.4949 | @PromiseSSL

ENGL ISH  CLASSES  &  CH I LDCARE

English classes and childcare for participants provided in
partnership with Utah Community Action and Horizonte.

Monday - Thursday, 9 - 11 am and 11 - 1 pm 
nikki.vandijk@utahca.org | 801.410.5733

PAL  BOX ING  AFTERSCHOOL  PROGRAM

Central Park Community Center is home to the PAL Pete
Suazo Boxing Gym and Boxing Program (sponsored by
the Police Athletics and Activities League/PAL and
operated by Promise SSL), where youth from 8-18 can
participate for free in boxing, coaching, exercise, and
tournaments.

Coordinator: Patrick Holman-Hart
pholman@sslc.gov |  801.386.4949 | @ProimseSSL

RESOURCE  PANTRY  

The Resource Pantry offers a place for any community
members to receive items they need, including food,
school supplies, hygiene items, and other household /
basic needs items. The pantry is staffed by the Promise
Family Liaison Team who can help connect individuals
to other resources. 

The entrance is located on the west side of the building.
801.455.1729 | promise@sslc.gov | @PromiseSSL

THE  WELLNESS  BUS

The Wellness Bus helps communities to make healthier
lifestyle choices. Learn how to manage prediabetes and
help prevent Type 2 diabetes. They provide free
screenings, counseling/coaching, referrals to needed
services, and health education. Every service is free,
fast, and safe.

Thursdays, 3 - 7 pm
801.587.5257 | wellnessbus.org

SSL  RECREAT ION  DEPARTMENT

The SSL Recreation Department helps build community
unity through the Power of 3: People, Pride, and
Programs - Providing for a better quality of life. Contact
the Recreation Department for information on youth &
adult sports, special events & programs, or room
rentals.

801.412.3217 | sslc.gov/department-listings/recreation

CENTRAL PARK
COMMUNITY CENTER
2797 SOUTH 200 EAST
SOUTH SALT LAKE CITY 84115

C ITY  ON  THE  MOVE !

@PromiseSSL | @SouthSaltLake


